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Prospective Audience

What if…

VARK

VARK shows four simple, yet distinct categories
that can easily be recognized:
• V – “take in information through symbols and
designs: maps, charts, diagrams, whitespace,
patterns, shapes”
• A – “take in information through hearing and
speaking: lectures, group discussion, radio,
web-chat and talking things through (even
talking to self)”
• R – “take in information through text: essays,
reports, PowerPoint, textbooks, lists,
dictionaries and quotation”
• K – “take in information by doing: simulations,
demonstrations, case studies, labs, field trips
and role-play”

• Year of Platform Started:
2009
• Date of First Lesson Publication:
2009
• Date of Most Recent Update:
April 8, 2014
• # of Lessons:
265
• # of Words Per Lesson (First 5
Lessons averaged):
4.4
• Overview of Lesson Components:
PDF and podcasts
• Additional Content:
“Conversations” (153) with PDF and
audio, “One Minute Korean”, “MustKnow Words” and other series that
are video based
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Platform Evaluation

The evaluation of the platforms as test subjects
was based on:
• Starting points of the platform evaluation was
that the platform had to be continuously free
to access and is not just a “virtual phrasebook”.
• It also had to be fairly easy to locate via general
search terms. I chose to focus on those that
were popular via three different social media:
Google, Pinterest and Twitter.
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Link: domandhyo.com

Platform #2

Using this preliminary analysis of Korean language
learning platforms, it is my desire to aid any
individual learning Korean in finding the platform
that best suits their needs to most efficiently learn
the language or improve upon particular areas of
Interest via the website proposal.

Platform #1

This study takes three free online Korean language
learning platforms and evaluates their strengths
and weaknesses by subdividing their content into
the VARK model (Visual, Auditory, Read/Write,
Kinesthetic) of learning styles.

Link: talktomeinkorean.com

• Year of Platform Started:
2013
• Date of First Lesson Publication:
2015
• Date of Most Recent Update:
December 6, 2017
• # of Lessons:
105
• # of Words Per Lesson (First 5
Lessons averaged):
12.4
• Overview of Lesson Components:
Text and pictorials
• Additional Content:
Vocabulary, Video logs and video
lessons to compliment lessons

Link: duolingo.com

Platform #3

…you could have access to the online Korean
language learning resource that best suits your
individual learning style?

• Year of Platform Started:
2012
• Date of First Lesson Publication:
2017
• Date of Most Recent Update:
2017
• # of Lessons:
258
• # of Words Per Lesson (First 5
Lessons averaged):
8
• Overview of Lesson Components:
Typing, audio and sentence building
• Additional Content:
Still in “beta” so could expand

V

V
~

A
~

A

Vocab and grammar charts

R

Text PDF files

R
~

K
~

K
~

Audio examples

R

Typing

K

Sentence construction

The individuals that would be most interested in a
website of this kind would be:
• Korean-Americans
• Korean Adoptees
• K-Drama/K-Pop
• Polyglots
• Previous Korean Language Learner
• Expats
• English Teachers in Korea

Website Proposal
This is in the effort to create a website to give the
Korean language learner direction in selecting the
platform that would benefit them the most, in the
idea of taking advantage of their preferred
learning method to learn Korean most effectively.
It would include:
• Testing to identify which of the VARK is best
suited for the prospective learner
• Pages on each VARK type of learning method
• Platforms for Korean language learning, which
would be cross-listed by platform type (app,
website, podcast, etc.) and VARK learning
method
The key part of the website would be in a user
review based ranking of platforms with learning
styles.
Users would be required to have a
preferred VARK learning method attached to their
account, to be listed with any reviews given, so
that users with the same or different VARK
preferred method can identify the most useful
resources.
Another key point of this website is that it is
something that can be expanded upon to only
include more Korean language learning platforms,
but also platforms for other languages as well.

Outreach…
…would be most effective via these three
channels:
• Social media promotion (Facebook, Twitter,
Pinterest, etc.)
• Blogs (focusing on those of K-Drama/K-Pop
Fans and polyglot/language learning based)
• The platforms themselves (as a way to find and
promote both small platforms and also have
larger platforms, see reviews as way to improve
platforms)

Results…

…shows that none of these three platforms
manage to include all the learning styles that are
outlined by VARK. Even though these are popular
platforms, it shows that there is room for
improvement from the platforms to benefit all
those in the online Korean language learning
community.
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